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Boykivschyna Museum

Tetyana & Omelan Antonovych
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The Land of the Boyko
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The mission of the Boykivschyna museum is
to collect, preserve, study and exhibit eth-
nographic collections which promote

Boyko culture.

Tetyana Seniv, Director
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The Dolyna Regional Museum of Boykivschyna of Tetyana & Ome-
lan Antonovych is one of the youngest in the Carpathian region

and was founded on September 5, 2003. The museum consists of
six main rooms: the Antonovych family room in which photographs
are exhibited about the life of famous patrons, the collection of
personal items and souvenirs of the Antonovych family and
matchbooks from around the world; the Nature room that reflect

the greatness and beauty of flora and fauna of the Carpathians;

the History room, the Household and Ethnography room; a life size
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lives of Dolyna people have been closely associated with Christi-
anity for centuries. In 1550 -ies there were three churches and a re-
spected icon -painting school. The collection of ancient icons from
Dolyna region (over 120 pieces) are stored in the Andrey Sheptyt-
sky National Museum in Lviv. Copies of many of these icons are
stored in the department of sacred sites in Dolyna Boykivschyna
Museum.
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The Boyky differ from their neighbours in language, folk architecture,
customs, traditions, their way of life and clothing. All men wore the
same type of shirts which were not tucked into trousers. The shirts were
always sleeveless shirts and were worn all year round. The older men
wore longer shirts than the younger men and the shirts were plain white.
On Sunday a special shirt was worn that was decorated with traditional
embroidery. Their pants were sewn from the same fabric as their shirts.
The daily pants and shirts were made from coarse fabric and the holi-
day outfit was made from fine textiles. Every man had a belt. Women
wore embroidered shirts, skirts and an apron called a zapaska. Women
also wore a sleeveless jacket of sheep fur. Traditional footwear was
called khodaky. The traditional combination of the embroidery was
black and read or red and blue.

Woman wore special zapaskas to weddings and then kept this wedding
apron as a amulet.






